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Utopia as 

Dystopia! 
We have looked at some examples of Dystopias that  

grew out of a society’s attempt to create an “ideal” Utopia, 

for example the book THE GIVER, or the popular book called 

THE UGLIES by Scott Westerfield.  We also watched clips 

from the old TV show, Twilight Zone that deal with the topic 

of forced plastic surgery  to make everyone look the same in a “Utopic” world. 

 ACTIVITY  
o Do a MASSIVE BRAINSTORM & DISCUSS  the ways in which OUR OWN SOCIETY: 

 1)  encourages an idea about ONE STANDARD of beauty   

 2)  encourages other STANDARDS of how to be, what to wear, what kind of music to listen to, 

food to eat, TV shows or movies to watch, or ways of behaving etc.    

 Use specific examples from POP CULTURE, from TV, ADVERTISEMENTS, FILMS, MUSIC, VIDEO 

GAMES, and ROLE MODELS (famous as as well as your family, friends and school.)   Your 

brainstorm should fill the page…. and even be a bit messy!  Do not censor ideas, but listen 

patiently to the members of the group to find out how their idea is connected.   

 WRITE it all out on the back.  It may be messy… that is ok.  Just include as much info as you can 

that reflects that wide assortment of ideas and connections.  The amount of connections will be 

graded (not the neatness). 

o Your Group Members will give a Short Presentation  (1 min per person) of some of the 

examples you came up with.  Make it personal and passionate! Include your opinion as well as 

specific examples that impacted you as you reflected and discussed the topic.   

o ALSO I would like for each group to provide at least ONE good discussion question that we will 

use for a class discussion.  Here are examples of interesting questions:  Why is it that SAMENESS 

considered a good thing?  Is is good in some situations?  And not in other situations?  Who or what has 

the most impact on you (and the things that you do/like)?  Do you tend to want to be like everyone else, 

or do you have the courage to be unique and stand up for your own ideas (likes/dislikes). 

 

 Done early?  Discuss the questions above, or ones that you came up with. 

 

BRAINSTORM on BACKSIDE.    FILL THE PAGE!  Ms. Deaton will Grade! 


